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Com mander
Fel low Com rades & Sis ters,

HAPPY NEW YEAR! I hope each
and ev ery one of you had a won der ful Hol i -
day Sea son. Our Christ mas Cel e bra -
tion with the Vets from the VA Hos pi tal
was won der ful. A spe cial “THANKS” to
the ev ery one for the cov ered dishes and

 desserts; and the time and ef fort to get the
gifts ready to give to our Vets.

We had a won der ful time at our Post
Christ mas Party. Our New Year’s
Eve Party was fun for all who at tended.

Our Ju nior Girls took the Bears that they
had been work ing on to CHKD. Girls, you
have brought smiles to many of the young pa -

tients at CHKD, and tears to many of those
who at tended. Thanks for the work you do!

There are a few Spe cial Events in Jan -
u ary: On the 8th is the Post Din ner – hot
tur key sand wiches. On the 16th there is to
be a Vet’s House El vis show in the big hall.
And on the 29th, there will be Chicken and
Dump lings. Check the cal en dar for times.

*******************
Com rades:  If  you have NOT
 renewed your MEM BER SHIP for
2010, as of  31 De cem ber you are
NOT A MEM BER IN GOOD
STAND ING. PLEASE RE NEW
YOUR MEM BER SHIP NOW. The
Post Mem ber ship stands at 87.00%
as of 16 De cem ber. We still need 160 
Mem bers for 100%.

*******************
For the past year I have asked to see more of 

our mem bers at the Post Meet ings. I will con -
tinue to ask each of you to at tend at least one
of our monthly meet ings. We need your in put
on how to make our Post the best in the State.

On a pos i tive note, it was nice to see
many of our new youn ger mem bers at our
De cem ber Meet ing. These are the Com -
rades who will be car ry ing on the VFW
mis sions. Let’s men tor them well.

Dur ing the 2nd Meet ing of the month,
we have been con duct ing the VFW Ob li -
ga tion and pre sent ing the Cross of Malta to
our new POST MEM BERS who are in
at ten dance – meet ings will start at 7:30.

The Vol un teers of the Month are
Leon ard & Donna Horsfall.

“To gether We Can”
               ...  Bill Holtzner

                                            Com mander
                                 (Cell) 757-297-0121
                                  col968@ya hoo.com
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Happy New Year 2010

JAN U ARY, 2010
Sunday Mon day Tues day Wednes day Thurs day Fri day Sat ur day

DATES TO RE MEM BER:
3: March of Dimes (1938)
17: Per sian Gulf War Be gan (1991)
19: Antarctica dis cov ered (1840)
24: Cal i for nia Gold dis cov ery (1848)
25: 1st Olym pic Win ter Games (1924)
27: Sign ing of Vieetnam Peace Ac cord (1973)

1

 No Din ner
    HAPPY
 NEW YEAR

2

PWP Dance

3
9:00-11:00
MOCA
 BREAK FAST

Maharlika

4
 7:00 pm
La dies Aux
 Meet ing

PWP Mtg.

5
7:30 pm
 COO TIE
  SCRATCH

6

 EPIPHANY

7

Re mote
 Con trol Club

8
6:30-8:00
Post Din ner
Hot Turkey
Sandwiches
PremiumBlend
 in Can teen

9
9:30-1:00
Dis tress Vets

NARTU

10
9:00-11:00
MOCA
 BREAK FAST

U.F.A.S.

11
7:30 PM
 POST
  MEETING

12
7:00 PM
MOCA
 MEET ING

Pep per
 Lov ers Club

13

 Coin Club

14

Ri fle Club

 Civic League

15
No Din ner

Jo's Boys in
  Can teen

 WINTER

16
Sub Vets
Vets House
Fund-raiser
EL VIS SHOW

 COUNCIL

17
MOC/MOCA
 Hos pi tal
  Visit

 WINTER

18
 

 MLK DAY
  COUNCIL

19
CWA/RMC

7:00 pm
  B.O.D.

20

Post/Aux
Hos pi tal
  Visit

21

 Alhambra

22 23

COIN SHOW
Jr. Girls

24 9:30-1130
COOTIE
BREAK FAST
Jolly B's
---------------
31
Jolly B's

25
7:30 pm
 POST
   MEET ING

26
 

AM
Fleet Reserve

27 28 29 6:30-8:00
Post Din ner
CHICKEN &
 DUMPLINGS
KARAOKE
 BIRTH DAY
  BASH

30

    WEDNES DAY 
        NITES:
  FREE Juke Box,
  POOL & Darts
      Crib bage
    $5.00 Pizza
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Se nior Vice-Com mander
Com rades & Sis ters,

Happy New Year! The start of an other
year is that time when many pro claim their
“New Year’s Res o lu tions”. If you have n’t
cho sen one yet, let me of fer some sug ges -
tions: Sup port more of our Post’s func tions
this year! Check the monthly news let ter and 
see what’s planned, and come on out and
join your fel low Com rades and Sis ters.

A help ing hand is al ways wel comed as is
your pres ence! Par tic i pate in one of the
Buddy Poppy events by help ing at one of
the col lec tion sites; or make a mon e tary
 donation to the Buddy Poppy pro gram.

If your An nual Mem ber ship has ex -
pired, or it is get ting close, re new now! If
you know of a Com rade who has let his or
her mem ber ship lapse, con tact them and
en cour age them to re new. If you are not a
Life Mem ber, please con sider be com ing
one. Fees are as fol lows and can be paid
through a 12- or 24-month pay ment plan:

Here are the Life Mem ber ship Fees:
Up to age 30 . $423 1-40 . . . . . . . . 410
41-50. . . . . . . . 375 51-60 . . . . . . . 335
61-70. . . . . . . . 290 71-80 . . . . . . . 225
81 & over . . . . . 170

Jan u ary was named af ter the Ro man
two-faced god, Ja nus (God of the door way)
who had one face that looked to ward the fu -
ture, and one face that looked to ward the
past. It is, on av er age, the cold est month of
the year within most of the North ern Hemi -
sphere, and the warm est month of the year
within most of the south ern Hemi sphere.

                 ... Bob Clinebell
                                         Home: 424-5141
                                         Work: 437-4900
                                      rclinebell@cox.net

Ju nior Vice Com mander
Fel low Com rades ;& Sis ters,

Wel come to 2010! Let us hope that this
year will bring our na tion better pros per ity
and sta bil ity so that we may con tinue to
share in the great things our great coun try
has to of fer.

This month marks sev eral im por tant
events in our mil i tary his tory:

* On Jan u ary 16, 1991, a United
States-led co ali tion of thirty-four na tions
launched Op er a tion Desert Storm against
Iraqi forces with the ob jec tive of lib er at ing
the State of Ku wait. On Feb ru ary 26,
1991, the co ali tion would suc cess fully
 return con trol of Ku wait to its peo ple af ter

de feat ing the Iraqi forces.
* On Jan u ary 23, 1968, the USS

PUEBLO (AGER-2) was at tacked and
cap tured by North Ko rean na val forces in
the Sea of Ja pan. The in ci dent re sulted in
the death of Fire man Ap pren tice Duane
Hodges of Creswell, Or e gon. He would
later be awarded, post hu mously, the sil ver
Star for his ac tions dur ing the at tack. 

The USS PUEBLO crew, com manded
by CDR Lloyd M. Bucher, USN, would
be cap tured and held in cap tiv ity for eleven
months. They would be re leased across the
“Bridge of No Re turn” on De cem ber 28,
1968. Dur ing their cap tiv ity, CDR Bucher
and many crew mem bers were tor tured and
mis treated. Upon their re lease, many were
in jured and mal nour ished. 

Later, CDR Bucher and the ship’s of fi -
cers and crew would ap pear be fore a Navy
Court of In quiry which rec om mended CDR 
Bucher’s Court Mar tial. Sec re tary of the
Navy, John H. Chafee, would re ject the rec -
om men da tion cit ing the suf fer ing al ready ex -
pe ri enced by the or deal of his cap tiv ity.
CDR Bucher died on Jan u ary 28, 1004 in
San Diego, Cal i for nia at the age of 76.

The USS PUEBLO is still a com mis -
sioned ves sel of the United States Navy. It is
the fourth old est com mis sioned ship af ter the
USS CON STI TU TION (Old  Ironsides),
the USS EN TER PRISE (CVN-65) and
the USS CLEVE LAND (LPD-7).

The ship is held by North Ko rea on the
Taedong River, Pyong yang, as a tour ist
 attraction. Let this be a re minder of the
many un sung sac ri fices many of our vet er -
ans and cur rent ac tive ser vice mem bers
have en dured, and even to day con tinue to
en dure for our coun try.

Hope you all have a great 2010!
            ... Juan R. Gon za lez

                                 gon za lez.juan.r@att.net

Chap lain
Com rades & Sis ters,

We had one Com rade who passed away:
Edwin B. West.

Sick Com rades are: Steve Las seter
(sur ger y); Doc Brun ner, Dar r yl
Moyers, Gordon Dodson, Jr.; and Bob 
Lucier.

Sick Sis ters are: Sue Eckley; Donna
Fearn; Patty “Poo” Baines; Theresa
Dodson; and Brenda Twisdale, whose
fa ther passed away.

Let’s keep all of these Com rades and 
Sis ters in your prayers for a quick
 recovery.

Also, keep all of our Com rades and
 Sisters who are in harm’s way in our hearts
and prayers.

God Bless, and keep ev ery one safe.
             Leon ard F. Horsfall

La dies Aux il iary
Dear Sis ters & Conrades,

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
La dies, I want to thank you for all your

love and sup port dur ing the Hol i days! To
those of you who helped get ev ery thing
 accomplished, a GREAT BIG HUG!

Our Chil dren truly en joyed their
 Christmas party and the Bal loon Lady was
a huge suc cess! Santa, thank you for putt -
ing smiles on all our faces!

Our truck load of food was de liv ered to
the Vets House and they were so ap pre cia -
tive. I can not tell you how proud I am of our
Com rades and Sis ters who made this event
pos si ble! It truly warmed my heart, as I
hope it did yours, to be able to help this
much de serv ing cause.

This month is fairly quiet and WE
WILL NOT HAVE A STEAK DIN -
NER IN JAN U ARY, as the first Fri day is
New year’s Day.

Don’t for get about the Win ter Coun cil in 
Williamsburg, Jan u ary 15-18. If you have
never been, please try to at tend. It’s a
school of in struc tion and we learn so much
at this type of meet ing.

La dies, I am so ex cited to an nounce that
we made our 100% in MEM BER SHIP!

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!!! How ever, please know
that just be cause we made it, we do not need 
to stop! Ev ery mem ber counts when the
VFW goes to Capitol Hill and lob bies for
our Vets and their rights. The more mem -
bers we have, the more votes we have. So
please, if you know of any one who is el i gi -
ble, sign them up! Let’s sup port our Vets
ev ery way we can.

If you are sick, or if you know of some -
one who needs our sup port, please do
not hes i tate to call our Chap lain, Judy
Las seter, or my self, and let us know.
We want to help but we can’t if we don’t
hear from you.

Think about Life Mem ber ship. It’s
the best way to go!
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Life Mem ber ship rates are as fol lows:
(At tained Age as of De cem ber 31 of the
year ap ply ing:
Thru 20 . . . . . $220 21-25 . . . . . . . 210
26-30. . . . . . . . 200 31-35 . . . . . . . 190
36-40. . . . . . . . 185 41-45 . . . . . . . 175
46-50. . . . . . . . 170 51-55 . . . . . . . 160
56-60. . . . . . . . 150 61-65 . . . . . . . 140
66-70. . . . . . . . 130 71-75 . . . . . . . 115
76-80. . . . . . . . . 95 81-85 . . . . . . . . 75
86-90. . . . . . . . . 60 91 & over . . . . . 50

Keep your cal en dar handy for any im -
por tant dates I have not men tioned.

Come out and join us when you can.
Let us never lose sight of our mis sion

in tak ing care of our Vet er ans and their
fam i lies.

Re mem ber, “To gether We Can” 
                    ... Liz Wil son

                                   Aux il iary Pres i dent
                            mailto:glokline@cox.net

Seam Squir rel
Lis ten Coo ties,

Thanks to all of you who helped with the
Vets’ Christ mas Party at the VA
 Hospital. It was a great suc cess and
 everyone had a lousy time.

The Grand Com mander thanks Pup
Tent #2 for their help to ward the $5,000
food do na tion that he pre sented to the
VFW Na tional Home in Eaton Rap ids,
Mich i gan at their an nual Christ mas Party.

To all con tin u ous mem ber 
Coo ties: If you have n’t paid
your 2010 Dues yet, you
need to get them paid
ASAP. Con tact Gordon
Dodson and make ar range -
ments to pay your Dues and
pick up your new mem ber -
ship card.

Start ing in Feb ru ary, our Coo tie
Break fast will be held on the LAST
Sunday of each month. Re mind ers of this
change will be posted on the mar quee in the
Can teen and the Bul le tin Board in the Post
lobby. The time will re main the same: 9:30
to 11:30 a.m.

We are start ing a new year and I need
your help in com ing up with some ideas
for fund-rais ers. We need to build up
our funds to con tinue our pro grams for
the Vets.

Please check out the cal en dar on the
front page; there’s bound to be some thing
there to in ter est you.

Please con tinue to re mem ber our
 Ser vicemen and women ser v ing at
h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d  i n  y o u r  da i l y
prayers.

I look for ward to see ing you at the
Scratch on Jan u ary 5 and our Break fast
on Jan u ary 24.

May God Bless You; and God Bless
Amer ica!

L.O.T.C.S.
                    ... Don Scholten

M.O.C.A.
Dear Sis ters,

I hope ev ery one had a safe and Happy
Hol i day.

We will be cancelling our Steak
 Dinner this month – it’s the Win ter
Coun cil Meet ing. The rest of our
sched ule is the same.

Let’s keep up the good work this year.
Let’s work to gether; no one per son can
do it all.

Re mem ber to Keep them Smil ing in
Beds of White.

Sin cerely,
                ... Patty Baines

                                  M.O.C.A. Pres i dent
                         mailto:co1968@yayoo.com

Ju nior Girls
Hello Ev ery one,

The Ju nior Girls had a very busy
month and ac com plished a lot. They
com pleted the Build-A-Bear Pro ject
for CHKD – some good art ists in this
group.

Three Girls at tended the VA Hos pi tal
Christ mas Party and helped Santa out
with the gifts and got a few Hos pi tal
hours in.

The Girls have one thing this month,
and that’s the Coin Show. Girls need to
be at the Post by 10:00 a.m. for this. I also 
want to have a brief Meet ing on this day.
More info will be sent as the time gets
closer.

We had a great Christ mas Party at the
Golden Cor ral.

Things are a lit tle slow right now; but
will be pick ing up soon. Hope all had a
won der ful Hol i day Sea son.

Sin cerely,
                   ... Mar ga ret Leaver

                                                 495-8261
                                               Ad vi sor

From the Can teen
Com rades & La dies,

Can teen Hours
Mon thru Thurs - 2:00 - 10:00 pm

Fri & Sat - :10:00 am - 2:00 am
Sun & Hol -10:00 am -10:00 pm
We will have FREE Pool, Juke Box and

Darts, $5.00 Pizza will also be avail able on 
Wednes day Nights.

Pre mium Blend will be in the Can teen
on the 8th; Jo’s Boys will be in the Can teen
on the 15th; and our Karaoke Birth day
Bash for No vem ber, De cem ber and
 January will be on the 29th.

Don’t for get the Vets’ House El vis
Fund-raiser on the 16th.

In the Bar, we now have Cheese burg ers
in ad di tion to our Hot Dogs and Pizza.

There are a few lock ers avail able at
$5.00 per year. Locker Dues are due
July 1st.

Help! Help! Re mem ber we are not a
bank; please try to keep your checks and big 
bills (100s & 50s) to a min i mum; we have
an ATM ma chine for your con ve nience.

We are be ing over whelmed with mem -
bers’ bot tles and have ran out of room.
Some mem bers have 3, 4 and even 5
bot tles – this is NOT ac cept able. We
will start dat ing bot tles and any bot tle left
over 60 days will be dis posed of. There
are still lock ers avail able @$5.00/year.

Look ing for ward to your pa tron age,
                   ... Phil & Bill

CAN CER UP DATE
AT TEN TION ALL MEN

The Miss VFW Pag eant will be on
 Saturday, Feb ru ary 13th. Are you ready to 
sign up? Don’t be shy. Be come our next
crowned 2010 Miss VFW. The sign-up
sheet is posted in the hall and con tes tants
need to reg is ter y Jan u ary 20th.

You will need a pretty dress and a stage
name for your sash.

Tick ets will be sold at the door for
$15.00 – all pro ceeds ben e fit can cer.
There will be light re fresh ments. Time:
7:00 p.m. till .....

DON’T MISS THIS EVENT!
Hope to see you ALL there. Get ready

for fun, fun and more fun. Any ques tions,
please call Geor gette at 715-0202.

             ...Geor gette Dausey
                                   Can cer Chair per son

mailto:glokline@cox.net
mailto:co1968@yayoo.com
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Vet er ans In for ma tion
Wid ows Win SBP Law suit
Some will be owed re funds.

DoD an nounced Oct. 22 it will not
 appeal the Au gust 2009 rul ing of the U.S.
Court of Ap peals in the case of three
 widows who sued the gov ern ment to keep
both their VA sur vi vor ben e fits and their
mil i tary Sur vi vor Ben e fit Plan (SBP)
 annuities. 

At is sue is a 2004 law that  restored
De pend ency and In dem nity Com pen sa -
tion (DIC) pay ments to vet er ans’ sur viv -
ing spouses who re marry af ter their 57th
birth day. Be fore the law change, sur vi -
vors lost DIC upon re mar riage at any
age.

In July 2007, three wid ows filed a
law suit claim ing the unique word ing of
the 2004 law en ti tled wid ows who re -
marry  after age 57 to re ceive both SBP
an nu ities from DoD and DIC pay ments 
from the VA with out any off set be tween
the two.

DoD law yers ar gued it was a flawed 
 interpretation, say ing the 2004 law ’s
 language bar ring off set for any other

“vet eran’s ben e fit” did n’t ap ply to
SBP,  because SBP is a DoD ben e fit,
not a VA ben e fit. Af ter the U.S.
Court of Fed eral Claims ruled in fa vor 
of the wid ows, the gov ern ment filed an 
ap peal.

But the U.S. Court of Ap peals
 rejected the gov ern ment’s ap peal, and the 
Pen ta gon’s de ci sion not to ap peal the
case to the U.S. Su preme Court ends the
dis cus sion.

DoD has is sued guid ance to the
 services and the De fense Fi nance and
Ac count ing Ser vice (DFAS) to iden tify
SBP an nu itants el i gi ble for DIC who
 remarried af ter their 57th birth day.
Qual i fy ing sur vi vors will be el i gi ble to re -
ceive both pay ments in full, ret ro ac tive to
Jan. 1, 2004, of the date of their re mar -
riage, which ever is later.

Pay ments will be re duced by the amount
of any pre vi ous SBP pre mium re fund and
by the amount of any Spe cial Sur vi vor In -
dem nity Al low ance pay ments the sur vi vor
might have re ceived.

DFAS will send let ters to all of the
 affected sur vi vors with an ac count ing of

the re funds and de duc tions. Sur vi vors
do not need to ap ply for the pay ment.

Al though the num ber of sur vi vors af -
fected is rel a tively small, this de ci sion
gives us yet an other eq uity ar gu ment to
change the  law for  a l l  re  main ing
SBP/DIC wid ows.

It sim ply does n’t make sense to have
two sep a rate stan dards in the law, one
that al lows pay ment of full SBP and
DIC for sur vi vors who re marry af ter age
5 7  a n d  a n  o t h e r  t h a t  f o r c e s  a
 dollar-for-dollar off set be tween the two
ben e fits for all oth ers.
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